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Summary of Rulesof Syntax

Theword syntax isderived from aGreek word meaning to draw up anarmy inorderly array. In theterminology of grammar, itisthe
orderly arrangement of words as elementsin a sentence to show their use and their relationshipsto other words. To explain the
syntax of agivenwordisto stateitsform, thereason for theform, and theword on whichit depends. It isimportant toidentify the
part of speech before giving the syntax.

Agreement
1. A verb agrees with its subject in person and number.

2. Adjectives agreein gender, number, and case with the nounsto which they refer or which they modify.
Modify (modus + facer e) meansto limit or restrict the meaning of oneword by means of another: alarge house. Theword large
restricts the meaning of house.

3. Adjectives are sometimes used as nouns: nostri, our men multa, many things

4. A predicate adjective after alinking verb agrees with the subject of the verbin gender, number, and case.
Thechief linking verbsin English are: be, appear, seem, become, feel, look, taste, smell. In Latin, formsof theverb sum and passive
forms of video and facio are the most frequently used of the linking verbs.

5. A predicate adjective after acomplementary infinitiveisin the nominative case, agreeing with the subject of the main verb:
Amicusfidusessedebet. Afriend ought to befaithful.

6. A predicate adjective after an objective infinitive isin the accusative case, agreeing with the subject of the infinitive: Vir
amicum fidum esse cupit. The man wishes hisfriend to befaithful .

7. An appositive agreesin casewiththenounit explains:
In America, patrianostra, sunt pulchraeurbes.In America, our nativeland, are beautiful cities.

8. A relative pronoun agrees with its antecedent in person, gender, and number, but its case depends upon its use in its own
clause:
Nosqui sumussivescivitatem servabimus. Wewho are citizenswill savethe state.

9. A participle agreesin gender, number, and case with anoun or pronoun expressed or understood:
Nosmorituri to salutamus! We, (who are) about to die, salute you!

Noun Syntax
1.NominativeCase

a. Thesubject of afinite verbisin the nominative case.

b. A predicate nounisin the nominative case. It is connected with the subject by alinking verb, or by apassiveform of averb
meaningto call, choose, name, elect.

Sumincola Americae. | aman inhabitant of America. Brutusconsul creatusest. Brutus was el ected consul.

2.GenitiveCase

a. The genitive caseis used to denote possession or close connection: liber pueri, the boy'sbook tribnnus populi, tribune of
the people

b. A genitive naming the whole may depend upon words that express apart of that whole. Instead of the genitive of thewhole
(partitivegenitive), theablativewith ex or deisregularly used with quidam (acertain one) and with cardinal numeral sexcept
milia: parsmilitum, part of the soldiersquidam amilitibus,certain of the sol diersdecem amilitibus, ten of thesoldiers

c. Thegenitive modified by an adjective may be used to describe a person or thing and is called the genitive of description:
homines magnaevirtutis, men of great courage

3.DativeCase

a Theindirect object of averbisinthe dative case. Verbs meaning to give, tell, show, offer often have an indirect object and
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also adirect object: Servo pecnniam dedit. He gave money to the slave.

b. Many intransitive verbstake adative of indirect object. Among them are: credo, imper o, noceo, parer), persuadeo, resisto,
studeo. Civibuspersuasit. He persuaded the citizens.

¢. Many compound verbswith the prefixes ad-, ante-, con-, de-, in-, inter -, oh-, post-, prae-, pro-, sub-, and super - takethe
dative. Brutusnavibuspraeerat. Brutuswasin command of the ships.

d. The dative caseis used after L atin adjectives meaning likeness, fitness, nearness, friendliness, usefulness, and their
opposites. Arenaerat ludisidonea. The arena was suitable for games.

4. AccusativeCase

a. Thedirect object of atransitiveverbisinthe accusative case: Patriam laudamus. We praise our nativeland.

b. The accusative is used without a preposition to express extent of space and of time (duration of time).

Militesdecem milia passuum iter fecerunt. The soldiers marched ten miles. (Extent of space)

Rex decem annosregnAvit. Theking reigned (for) ten years. (Duration of time)

e.Theplacetowhich or limit of motionisregularly expressed by the accusativewith ad or in. In urbem venit. Hecomesinto
the city. With the names of cities, towns, small islands, domus, and afew other placewords, the preposition isomitted. Romam
venit. Hecomesto Rome.

d.Verbs of making, choosing, calling, and the like take apredicate accusative, referring to the same person or thing asthe
direct object. PopulusRomanusBrutum consulem cr eavit. The Roman peopl e el ected Brutus consul.

e. Verbs of asking, demanding, teaching sometimestake two accusatives, one of the person and one of the thing. Romani
multas gentes leges docuer unt. The Romans taught many nations laws.

f. Circumduco, traduco, transporto take two accusatives, one the object of theverb, the other of the preposition. Milites
pontem traduxit. Heled the soldiersacrossthebridge.

g. The subject of an infinitiveisin the accusative case. Puerum ire necesse est. The boy must go. (It is necessary that the boy
go.) Scimus puerum ire. We know that the boy is going.

h. Certain prepositions govern the accusative case. Among the most important are: ad, ante, apud, circum, contra, inter, ob,
per, post, praeter, prope, propter, trans; in and sub take the accusative when they show direction toward which athing moves
(placetowhich).

5.AblativeCase

a. Placeinwhich (placewhere) isexpressed by the ablativewith in, except with names of cities, towns, small islands, domus,
and afew other place wordswhich take the locative case. Romaest in I talia. RomeisinItaly.

b. Placefromwhich isexpressed by the ablative with ab, de, or ex, except with names of cities, towns, small islands, domus,
etc., when the abl ative without a preposition is used.

Ex urbefugerunt. They fled fromthe city. Roma fuger unt. They fled from Rome.

c.The person by whom an action isdoneisregularly expressed by the ablative of personal agent. Thisrequiresthe passive
voice, aperson, and the preposition a or ab. Frumentum aservisportabatur. Thegrain wascarried by the slaves.

d. The ablativewith cumisused to express accompaniment or conflict. Puer cum patreambulat. The boyiswalkingwith his
father. Graeci cum Romanispugnaverunt. The Greeksfought with the Romans.

With personal, rel ative, and sometimesinterrogative pronouns, cum becomesan enclitic:

mecum, with mevobiscum, with you quocum, with whom

e. The ablative without a preposition is used to denote the means by which an act is performed.

Gladio pugnabat. Hewasfightingwithasword.

f. Theablative of comparison, without apreposition, may be used instead of quam and the nominative, or quam andthe
accusative. Marcuserat fortior quam Sextus. Marcuswasbraver than Sextus. M ar cuser at fortior Sexto. Quam must be
expressedif thefirst of thetwo things compared isinthe genitive, dative, or ablative. Erant cupidior esbelli quam pacis. They
were more eager for war than for peace.

g. The ablative without a preposition is used with comparatives and wordsinvolving comparison (as post, ante) to denotethe
degree of difference. Pedealtior quam frater est. Heisa foot taller (taller by onefoot) than hisbrother.

h. The ablative of description, without a preposition but always with an adjective modifier, isused to describe anoun. Itis
often translated by of. Erat vir summaaudacia. Hewasa man of the greatest boldness.

i. The ablative of specification, without apreposition, isused to indicate in what respect the meaning of averb, noun, or
adjective applies. It answersthe question: "In what respect?' and is often called the ablative of respect. Sociosvirtute
superabat. He surpassed hiscompanionsin courage.

j- Theablativewithout apreposition isused to denote the time when or the timewithin which an action takes place. I 1o
temporehosteserant propeurbem. At that time the enemy was near thecity. (Timewhen)

Decem annismulta oppida vidit. Within ten years he saw many towns. (Timewithinwhich)

k. An ablative absoluteisequivalent to an adverbial clause and isexpressed by anoun and a participle, anoun and an
adjective, or two nounsinthe ablative case. Itisgrammatically independent of therest of the sentence. It may represent



clauses of time, cause, condition, etc.

Regeinterfecto . .. After he had killed theking . .. (Time)

SuperatisBelgis. .. Since the Belgians were conquered . . . (Cause)

Pacefacta...|f peaceismade. .. (Condition)

Caesarevivo...During Caesar'slifetime. . . (Noun and an adjective)

Reguloduce. . . With Regulus asleader. . . (Two nouns)

|. The ablativeis used to express separation with or without the prepositions ab, de, or ex. It emphasizes a state of being apart.
With words denoting persons, a preposition isregularly used; with verbs meaning to free, to lack, and to deprive, the preposi-
tionisregularly omitted. Civespericulo liberavit. Hefreed thecitizensfromdanger. Hostes ab ur be prohibuer unt. They kept
the enemy away fromthecity. Patriam ab hostibusliber avit. Hefreed the fatherland fromthe enemy.

m. The ablative of abstract nounswith cum isused to express the manner of an action, but cum may be omitted if the ablative
phrase contains an adjective modifier. Puer cum studio labor at. The boy isworking with zeal (zealously). Puer magnocum
studio (magno studio) labor at. The boy isworking with great zeal (very zealously).

n.The ablative is used to express the cause, the reason, or the motive of the action of averb. It is generally used without a
preposition, sometimeswith de or ex. Timoreoppidum reliquer unt. Because of fear they left the town. Causeisfrequently
expressed by propter or ob withtheaccusative.

Propter (ob) periculum grave oppidum reliquerunt. On account of the serious danger, they left the town.

0. The ablativeisused with the prepositions ab, cum, de, ex, prae, pro, sine; also within and sub to express placewhere: in
aqua, in thewater sub ponte, under thebridge

6.VocativeCase

a. The person or thing addressed isin the vocative case. The vocative commonly stands after one or more wordsin the
sentence. Nullum aurum, reginamagna, rogo! | ask for no gold, great queen!

b. Theform of thevocativeisregularly like the nominative, except in the second declension. Nouns and adjectives of this
declension ending in -ushaveavocative singular in -e: amice car el 0 dear friend! and proper nounsin -iusand filiushavea
vocativein-f (not-ii) Luci, fili

¢. Meushasthevocative mi; thevocative plural of meusismei.

7.LocativeCase

a. Names of cities, towns, small islands, etc., in the singular of the first and second declensions express place where by the
locative case. Theform of thelocativeisidentical withthe genitive: Romae, at Romedomi, athome

b. For namesof cities, towns, small islands, etc., found in thefirst and second declension plural, and for thethird declension, thelocativeis
formed likethe dative or ablative: Athenis at AthensCarthagini or Carthagine, atCarthage.

Verb Syntax
1. Moods.

There are three moods in Latin: theindicative, subjunctive, and imperative.

a. Theindicative mood asserts afact or asks aquestion. It isused in principal (independent) and subordinate (dependent)
clauses.

b. The subjunctive mood represents an act aswilled, desired, conditioned, or prospective. Itisoften translated as the English
indicative. It may be used in both principal and subordinate clauses.

¢. Theimperative mood is used to express acommand.

Nuntium ad urbem mitte? Send amessenger to thecity.

Noli (Nolite) followed by theinfinitiveistheregular expression for anegativeimperative.

Noli (Nolite) nuntium ad urbem mittere. Don't (Be unwilling to) send a messenger to thecity.

2. Tensesof thelndicative.

a. The present tense indicates present time. I n viaambulant. They arewalking on the street.

b. Theimperfect tense represents an action or condition as continuing, customary, repeated, or attempted in the past. Romani
in Foro stabant. The Romans were standing (used to stand, kept on standing, stood) in the Forum.

c. Thefuturetenseindicates futuretime. Romani in For o stabunt. The Romanswill standin the Forum.

d. The perfect tense has two uses:

(1) It may indicate an action completed at the present time, corresponding to the English present perfect with has and have.
Vir venit. The man has come.



(2) It may indicate an action completed at some indefinite past time. Vir venit. The man came.

e. The pluperfect (past perfect) tense represents an action as completed at or before a certain past time. It corresponds to the
English past perfect tense. Vir pervenerat. Theman had arrived.

f. The future perfect tense represents an action as completed before some future time. It correspondsto the English future
perfect tense, but ismuch commoner in Latin thanin English. Antenoctem id fecerit. Before night hewill have donethis.

3.Indicativein Subordinate (Dependent) Clauses.

a. Adjectiveclause. An adjective, or relative, clause which states afact about adefinite person or thingisintheindicative. Vir
quem laudas pater meusest. The man whomyou praiseismy father.

b. Adverbial clauses

(1) A causal clause givesthe reason of the action. Causal clausesintroduced by quod are used with the indicative when the
reason is given on the authority of the speaker or thewriter. Quod plebsnullajurahabebat, ex urbediscessit. Becausethe
common people had no rights, they departed fromthe city.

(2) A temporal clauseintroduced by postquam, after, or ubi, when, regularly takesthe perfect indicativeto refer to asingle past
act, andisoften translated by the pluperfect. Rex postquam perieulum intellexit, cum hostibus pacem fecit. After theking
(had) understood the danger, he made peace with the enemy.

(3) A temporal clauseintroduced by dum regularly takesthe present indicative to denote continued action evenin past time.
Hocdum narrat, forteaudivi. By chancel heardthiswhile hewastellingit.

(4) A conditional clauseisintroduced by si, if, or nisi, if not, unless. These clauses are called conditional becausethey state
the condition or circumstancesin which the action expressed in the main clauseistrue. Simple conditions of fact takethe
indicative and are called past, present, or future according to their time.

Present: Si adest, beneest. If heis (now) here, it iswell.

Past (Imperfect or Perfect): Si aderat, beneerat. If hewashere, it waswell.

Future: Si aderit, beneerit. If heis(shall be) here, it will bewell.

Future Perfect: Si adfuerit, beneerit. If heis(shall have been) here, it will be well.

(5) A clause of concession introduced by etsi (although) isregularly expressed by theindicative.

Miles, etsi vulneratuserat, fortiter pugnabat. The soldier wasfighting bravely, although he had been wounded.

4. Subjunctivein Subor dinate Clauses

a. The subjunctiveis used in a subordinate clause to express the purpose of an act stated in the main clause. The subordinate
clauseif affirmativeisintroduced by ut (that, in order that); if negative by ne(that . . . not, in order that . . . not, lest). English
regularly usesan infinitive, but sometimes uses may or might.

Venimus ut videdmus. We come to see (that we may see). Fugit ne capiatur. Hefleesin order that he may not be captured.

b. The subjunctive isused in a subordinate clause that expresses result. The subordinate clauseisintroduced by ut (so that,
that); if negative, ut...nonisused. The Englishtranslationisliketheindicative. Theresult clauseisoften anticipated inthe
main clause by theindicators: tam, sic, ita, tantus, talis, tot.

Siclaborat ut omneseum laudent. Heso worksthat all praise him. Itabeneer at oppidum munitum ut non capi posset. So
well had the town been fortified that it could not be taken.

c. A question indirectly quoted (hence no longer aquestion) after such verbs as ask, doubt, learn, know, tell, hear hasitsverb
inthe subjunctiveandisintroduced by aninterrogative pronoun, adjective or adverb. The Englishtranslationislikethe
indicative. Rogant quissit. They ask who heis.

d. In acomplex sentence the verb in the principal clause setsthetime (past, present, future) for the whole sentence. Therefore
the tense of the verb in the subordinate clause must follow the division of time indicated by the main verb. Thisisknown as
sequence of tenses. The law of sequence of tenses requiresthat a primary tensein the principal clause be followed by a
primary tensein the subordinate clause, and that a secondary tense in the main clause be followed by a secondary tensein the
subordinate clause.

Primary Tenses (referring to present or futuretime)
Indicative: present, future, present perfect, future perfect. Subjunctive: present, perfect
Secondary Tenses (referring to the past) Indicative: imperfect, perfect, pluperfect. Subjunctive: imperfect, pluperfect

Primary Sequence

Rogo (Rogabo, Rogaver o, Rogavi) ubi | ask (shall ask, shall have asked, have asked) habitet (habitaverit). where he lives
(has lived (or) lived).



Secondary Sequence
Rogavi (Rogabam, Rogaveram) ubi | asked (was asking, had asked) where he habitar et (habitavisset). lived (had lived).
5. Infinitives.

Aninfinitiveisan indeclinable verbal noun. Itsformisnot limited by person and number, though it islimited by tense and
voice. It has several important uses.
a. Thecomplementary infinitiveisused to complete the meaning of certain verbs, such asdebeii, cupio, possum, volo, paro,
properii, contends, etc.
(1) Thecomplementary infinitive has no accusative subject because its subject isthe same as the nominative subject of the
verb onwhichit depends. Irepotest. He can go (isableto go). A predicate noun or adjective after acomplementary infinitive
isinthe nominative case. Hic vir consul esse vult. This man wishesto be consul.
(2) Theobjectiveinfinitive, with an accusative subject, isused asthe object of another verb.
Eosirejussit. He ordered themto go. Theobjectiveinfinitive hasan accusative subject, the complementary infinitive has
not. Theaobjectiveinfinitive may befound after thefollowing verbs: jubeo, cogo, cupio, prohibeo, patior, etc.
(3) The subjectiveinfinitive, with or without a subject accusative, may be the subject of averb used impersonally. The
predicate adjective referring to the subjectiveinfinitiveisneuter. L egereest gratum. Itispleasant to read (toread ispleas-
ant). Legerebongslibrosest gratum. It is pleasant to read good books. Puerum bongslibrosleger e oportet. The boy ought
to read good books. (It is necessary that the boy read good books.)
(4) Theinfinitive, with accusative subject, isused inindir ect statementsafter verbs of saying, thinking, knowing, and
perceiving. Thetenses of theinfinitive denotetimerelativeto that of themain verb.
(1) The present infinitiveis used to denote action going on at the same time asthat of the main verb.
Dixit sevincere. He said that he was conquering.
(2)The perfect infinitive refers to action previous to that of the main verb. Dixit sevicisse. He said that he had
conguered.
(3)Thefutureinfinitiverefersto action that isto take place after thetime of the main verb. Dixit sevicturum esse. He
said that he would conquer .

6. Participles.

Regular transitive verbs have three participles: the present and the future in the active voice, and the perfect in the passive.
They are verbal adjectives and agree with some noun, expressed or understood, in gender, number, and case.

a. The present active participleindicates an act going on at the same time asthe main verb.

Pompam arenam intrantem video (vidi, videbo). | see(l saw, | shall see) the procession entering thearena.

b. The perfect passive participle denotes an act completed before the time of the main verb.

Urbsab hostibus captaeincenduntur (incensae sunt, incendentur). The cities captured by the enemy are being burned (were
burned, will be burned).

c. Thefuture active participle denotes an act taking place after thetime of the mainverb.

Moritari to salutamus (salutavimus, salutabimus). We, who are going (about) to die, salute you (saluted you, will salute

you).



