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The communal reaction to 
guest speaker and renowned 

teacher, journalist, lecturer, 
and pacifist Colman McCarthy, 

seems to be above all confu-
sion. How are we supposed to 

deal with things we do not      

necessarily agree with? How do 
we learn from such a polarizing 

figure as Colman McCarthy? 
These are some of the                  

questions facing us since Mr. 

McCarthyõs lecture. 

Colman McCarthy is truly a 
dynamic and polarizing figure 

in society: From his positions 
on animal rights to his unortho-

dox methods of teaching, his 
ideas brazenly original. I found 

myself a little òhot under the 
collaró and disagreeing                  

profoundly on some of the     
issues. Most of my deepest 

disagreements stem from his 
ideas of peace. It is hard for me 

to imagine a peaceful world if 

World War II and the Civil War  

had not been fought. Was St. 

Joan of Arc wrong to lead her 
soldiers into battle at Godõs 

will? Peace is something that 
c a n n o t  b e  o b s e r v e d                         

two-dimensionally; the effects 
of both war and peace cannot 

be felt immediately. War and 

peace must be pondered in 
terms of what is best for the 

future generation. It is irrational 
and irresponsible to assume 

that Hitlerõs war-machine would 
have òrun out of steamó               

eventually.  

I was also deeply confused by 

the nebulous and vague statis-
tics that Mr. McCarthy gave. 

Some of these numbers I              
believe are mathematically 

false. A controversial topic 
paired with shaky statistics is 

hardly a winning combination.                                         

Colman McCarthy and I could 

be considered on opposite 
ends of the spectrum on some 

issues, but as I talked with  

 him and questioned his own 
answers, I realized there was a 

substantial amount o f                
valuable insight in his ideas. In 

academic society as a whole, 
achievement is more or less 

measured in some objective 
form such as a grade. I agree 

with Mr. McCarthy when he 
said that real achievements 

come from happiness and 
helping others. Somehow this 

has taken the backseat in the 
hyper-competitive culture in 

which we live today. 

Like most things in life, you 

get out of it what you put into 
it, and this yearõs Consistent 

Ethic Lecture was no excep-

tion. I doubt whether there 
was a person in attendance 

who agreed one hundred  
pe r cen t  w i th  Colman 

McCarthy, but as long as we 
can take something from an 

idea and reinforce our own 
opinion, such ideas are                

invaluable.  

Left: Mr. 
McCarthy speaks 
at the first                
Consistent Ethic                 
Lecture. 

Above: Mr. 
McCarthy opens 
up discussion in 
Junior religion 
classes. 
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Many people have asked me 
the purpose of bringing               

Colman McCarthy to St. 
Charles ñ a man who obvi-

ously does not agree with the 
academic rigor on which St. 

Charles prides itself.  Sitting 

in on the junior religion 
classes that day, I heard a 

question that epitomizes the 
reason for his lecture.  It was 

Mr. McCarthy who asked the 
question.  A student asked, 

òMr. McCarthy, why do you 
think thaté.. is wrong?ó  Mr. 

McCarthy gave his reason 
and then asked, òWhy                       

do you think it is right?                         

What is your opinion?ó                                             

As students at St. Charles, 
we rarely hear that question.  

õWhat is your opinion?ó  Most 
of the time we ask the ques-

tions to clarify why a certain 
concept is what it is.  Hardly 

ever do we share our                 

opinions.  Hardly ever do we 

really think about what we 
are learning.  It is mostly for 

memorization and recitation.  

Colman McCarthyõs presenta-

tion was a wake up call, how-
ever.  While possibly consid-

ered extreme on certain 

views, his message was 
clear: peace is of the utmost 

importance, and we must 
begin to question what we 

are told.  Questioning can be 
done correctly and incor-

rectly.  It would be incorrect 
to question a teacher on 

everything he or she taught.  
It then becomes simply a 

philosophical argument like, 
òAre we really here?ó  How-

ever, as Mr. McCarthy said, 
the correct time to question 

is when anyone says that the 

answer is violence.   

Besides those who partake in 
violence, I cannot believe 

that there are people who 

would not agree that the 

world should be a more 
peaceful place.  This is the 

message that Colman 
McCarthy brought to St. 

Charles: to think for our-
selves, to discover the means 

to a more peaceful world.   

I know that the McCarthy 
lecture has evoked an ex-

tremely passionate response 
from the student body as well 

as from the faculty.  I have 
learned a lot about St. 

Charles just from seeing and 
hearing these reactions.  I 

know that St. Charles stu-
dents are passionate about 

their beliefs.  I hope Mr. 
McCarthyõs influence will be 

seen as one which helps us 
express those passions and 

think for ourselves.   

By the way, the student              

responded to the question of 
òWhy do you think it is right?ó 

with òI guess Iõve just always 

been taught that it is.ó 
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òColman McCarthyõs 

presentation was a wake 

up callé the correct 

time to question is when 

anyone says that the 

answer is violence.ó 
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Tests to prove our loyalty to our brothers 
and sisters come every day.  From now 

until December 18th, the men of St. 
Charles have that opportunity each and 

every day to enact our firm beliefs in 
brotherhood.  St. Charles senior Sam  

Binnig, the technical genius of St. Charles, 

has entered a Viewerõs Choice Award     
contest, and the first place prize is a 

Macbook Pro.  This new equipment would 
make Mr. Binnig even more of an                    

authority of all things computers, sound, 
and technology.  Voters must have                  

Facebook pages and follow the link                     
http://www.sambinnig.com/vote to vote 

for Samõs video. VOTING ENDS DECEM-
BER 18th.  You may vote once a day.  Mr. 

Binnigõs video is currently in 4th place, 
behind mediocre videos.  Samõs video is 

of the St. Charles student section at the 
St. Charles vs. DeSales football game.  

Please, show your brotherhood                           
and vote for Samõs video.                                  

Each vote counts! 

   

Go to sambinnig.com/vote and login to Facebook to vote. 

EVERY VOTE, EVERY DAY!        
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