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C A R D I N A L  G O L F  W I N S  S T A T E ô S 

Andy Hof õ11                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Despite awful conditions and a 

tournament cut in half due to 

rain, the St. Charles golf team 

won the Division I State               

Championship on Saturday, 

October 24th. With the first day 

of the tournament cancelled 

and the 36-hole competition 

becoming an 18-hole one for 

the first time since 1996, the 

Cardinals overcame the odds 

a n d  t o o k  h o m e  t h e                        

championship. The Cards                

finished with a score of 309, 

outpacing perennial contend-

ers Cincinnati St. Xavier by 4 

s t rokes and Cleve land                         

St. Ignatius by 6. Area powers 

Dublin Coffman and Dublin 

Jerome each finished 13+ 

strokes behind St. Charles.                                

The Cardinals won their first  

State Golf title behind the 

strong play of sophomore Nate 

Yankov ich ,  jun io r  A lex                       

Carpenter, senior Andrew 

Steffensmeier, junior Michael 

Ricaurte, and junior Dan                

Wiegandt. Yankovich started 

out rough with a 4 over par 40 

on the front nine, but finished 

strong, shooting par on the 

back nine and finishing with a 

75, good enough for a tie for 

second place. Carpenter played 

just as well, finishing with a 76 

in a tie for sixth.  Steffensmeier 

and Ricaurte each shot a 79, 

placing 18th, while Wiegandt 

shot an 82, putting him in a tie 

for 31st. The medalist (top 

golfer) for the tournament was 

Korey Ward, a junior from               

Lakota West in West Chester,  

who also won Stateõs last year. 

Earlier in the year, St. Charles 

defeated Bishop Watterson 

and captured the CCL title 

from the Eagles, who had held 

at least a share of the title for 

11 years. On October 6th the 

Cards won their first ever      

sectional title at Granville, and 

followed that up with their first 

ever divisional title at Apple 

Valley. In years past, the                

Cardinals came in third (2007) 

and fifth (2006) at Stateõs.                  

With only one (Andrew 

Steffensmeier) of the top five 

golfers graduating this year 

and a program stocked with 

young talent, the St. Charles 

golf team will be a force with 

which to compete in 2010, 

hopefully as an early favorite 

to repeat.   

The St. Charles Golf 
Team poses with its 
championship                 
trophy. 

From left to right: 

Alex Carpenter,  

Dan Wiegandt,                       

Andrew Steffensmeier, 

Nate Yankovich, 

Michael Ricaurte,  

and Coach Anthony 
Mampieri. 

                                             
Photo courtesy of    
Kristin Yankovich. 
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Alexander Coccia ô10                      

On October 13, 2009, St. 

Charles was blessed to have 

as it speaker for the                    

Borromean Lecture Reverend 

Robert F. OõToole, S.J., S.S.D.  

Reverend OõTooleõs speech 

marked the tenth lecture in 

the series started in 2000 by 

St. Charles Alumnus Robert 

L. Dilenschneider. The Rever-

end is the President of the 

Gregorian University Founda-

tion.  Reverend OõTooleõs 

topic for the day was the lack 

of civility in the world.  He 

discussed the currently 

deemed òage of rageó and 

used examples such as              

Representative Joe Wilson 

shouting at President 

Obama, Roger Federer                 

having a òdiscourteous               

meltdownó in the U.S. Open, 

and Kanye West stealing the                           

microphone from Taylor  

Swi f t  a t  the VMAs.                                             

The Reverend surmised that 

the current lack of civility is 

u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  b u t                   

unacceptable. Although there 

are challenges in life that are 

frustrating, he said, there are 

other ways to respond to 

these challenges than to act 

uncivilized towards other 

human beings.  A correct 

response is illustrated in the 

òappreciation for othersõ 

points of view.ó  Discussion, 

he believes, is the best way 

for people to begin to                 

understand one another.  

Since, òin a discussion, all 

participants are seeking the 

truth,ó each individual should 

act with courtesy and                   

thoughtfulness to others.                                     

Adamant in not judging                

others, the Reverend pointed 

out that òit is easy to                    

determine the baggage our 

dialogue partners carry.ó  And 

since the challenge as an 

individual is to represent the 

truth in a discussion as best 

he can, each individual 

should act with civility,                 

understanding his own limita-

tions, in order for the truth to 

be reached.  But, as the   

Reverend pointed out, the 

truth is not always reached; 

sometimes people must 

òagree to disagreeó (a phrase 

used reluctantly by Reverend 

OõToole).  The truth, he said, 

is still there, it will just take 

some time to reach.                    

Reverend OõToole sees two 

main benefits of civility:               

holding respect and esteem 

for each other, and holding                   

a recognition of the                     

i m a g e  o f  G o d .                                                             

Reverend OõToole concluded 

his captivating lecture by 

answering questions from St. 

Charles students.  In a ques-

tion in which he was asked to 

compare his talent in Latin to 

that of Mr. Cavello, the Rever-

end stated eloquently that 

òcomparisons are odious.ó    

T h e  B o r r o m e a n  L e c t u r e  

P a g e  2  

First take the log out of 

your own eye, and then 

you will see clearly to 

take out the speck that 

is in your brotherõs eye. 

ñ Luke 6:42 

T h e  C a r o l i a n  ST. CHARLES NEWS 

A  H i s t o r y  o f  H o m e  

Robert Horner ô10 

Believe it or not, St. Charles started 

out as a spare classroom at Sacred 

Heart School in September 1923. 

The total enrollment at that time was 

only fourteen boys. Sacred Heart 

would be their school for two more 

years. In July 1924, construction 

began on the new building that would 

house St. Charles. Bishop James 

Hartley had long envisioned a school 

designed to nurture young men with 

priestly vocations; St. Charles, was 

the fulfillment of his dream.                         

The school was designed to have one 

hundred rooms,  twelve of which 

would be suites for teachers. The 

school would also include a 250-seat 

chapel, a gym, a library, and a lecture 

room. Along with these rooms, a 

kitchen, dining hall, cafeteria, and a 

convent for Franciscan sisters                  

w e r e  t o  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d .                                              

On September 14, 1925, St. Charles 

College-Seminary opened. It was 

dedicated on November 4,  

the feast day of St. Charles Borremeo. In 

1927, St. Charles held its first gradua-

tion, which consisted of seventeen boys. 

Nine boys stayed for college and                           

six of them became priests.                                   

Throughout the 1930s, the enrollment 

gradually climbed each year and the 

building itself continued to expand.               

Dormitories, science labs, and storage 

rooms were added to the east wing              

during this decade. In 1930 the gymna-

sium was completed and in 1937 the 

Mother of Mercy Chapel was built. 

Priests were the only teachers in the 

1930s. Will Schmidt, class of 1930, de-

scribed the times, òDiscipline was tough, 

the priests were tough; they smacked 

kids every once in a while.ó                                                  

During the 1940s St. Charles had to 

cope with World War II and the beginning 

of the Cold War. During this decade 

Bishop Hartley died and was followed by 

Bishop James Ready.    The Greek course 

was dropped in 1945, and in 1947, 12 

trees were planted in the front of the 

school to honor alumni who died in the 

war. St. Charles celebrated its silver  

anniversary in 1948.  Jack Ryan, 

whose coaching career began in 

1938, brought baseball back to St. 

Charles in 1940, which had been 

dropped seven years earlier.                      

The 1950s are remembered for the 

opening of St. Charlesõ rival high 

schools ñ Watterson, Hartley,                

Desales, and Ready; the death of 

Bishop Ready in 1957; and the flood 

of 1959. During this remarkable 

flood nearly six and a half                            

f e e t  o f  w a t e r  f i l l e d  t h e                       

b u i l d i ng s  o f  S t .  Ch a r l e s .                                                             

In 1961, Bishop Issenmann                    

announced that, beginning in 1964, 

St. Charles would be closed except 

to those who wanted to become  

priests. Many were angered by this 

decision, and eventually the                      

experiment failed because of the 

lack of students. Father Bennett 

joined the staff in 1963. In the                     

fall of 1964, Coach Jack Ryan                

ended his illustrious coaching                     

c a r e e r  a t  S t .  C h a r l e s .                                                         

History continued on page 3 



was hired. He still maintains that                     

position today. In 1986 the scholarship 

program was established, and in 1983 

and 1985, St Charles won the A-AA 

soccer state championship. During the 

1990s, the athletic weight room was 

built, and named in honor of Coach 

Jack Ryan. St. Charles celebrated its 

7 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  i n  1 9 9 8 ;                              

the same year the Borromean                  

a w a r d s  w e r e  c r e a t e d .                                                                         

In 2004 a groundbreaking was held for 

the Walter student commons and it was 

completed in 2006. In 2007 the                 

baseball and football fields were                      

renovated and replaced by turf fields. In 

2008 Father Bennett, who had taught 

for over four decades, passed away. His 

wake and funeral were attended by 

thousands, including the many                 

members of the St. Charles family who 

joined the celebration of Fatherõs life 

through web-based streaming video. 

With Father Bennettõs absence St. 

Charles has no full time members of 

the clergy for the first time in its                

history. òFather Bennett represented 

the best of St. Charles,ó said Bob 

Horner õ79, Chairman of the St. 

Charles Advisory Board,  òHis spirit of 

true Christian service and genuine 

humility will live on as part of the               

fabric of this school.ó Today St. 

Charles continues its traditions of 

academic excellence and dedication 

of the Catholic Faith.  

 

M r .  P r e s i d e n t :  D a v i d  K e n n e y  

 

H i s t o r y ,  F r o m  p a g e  2  

 

P a g e  3  S t .  C h a r l e s  P r e p a r a t o r y  S c h o o l  

After several years of severe financial 

difficulties, St. Charles was reopened to 

all in the fall of 1969 and was renamed 

St. Charles Preparatory School.  After 

this, many of the priests and nuns were 

replaced by lay teachers. By the 1970s 

St. Charles suspended all college              

operations and no longer accepted 

boarders. St. Charles celebrated its 

golden anniversary in 1973. In 1974 

soccer was re-introduced to the sports                  

program. 

In the 1980s the multi purpose building 

and gym lobby were built. Wood floors 

were installed in the gym and the                

natatorium was constructed. In 1985, 

the first lay principal, Dominic Cavello, 

David Fruhling ô10                                                                                

As the first Canadian Student 

Council President in the history of 

Saint Charles Preparatory School, 

and one who is passionate about 

filet mignon, Notre Dame football,  

and Taylor Swift,  David Kenney 

has dedicated himself to serving 

his school and classmates, and 

adopted country.  Dave wants his 

classmates to know that he is the 

òpresident of the people and for 

the peopleó. He asserts that he is 

here to serve.  If you want to see a 

change, he will work to take                      

care of it.  Just ask and he                    

will address your request.                                                                                      

As President, and a three year 

veteran of Saint Charles Prepara-

tory School, Dave had this to say, òI 

encourage everyone to stay                   

involved and have school pride.  

You are a Cardinal and everyone 

here has your back.                                                

We have to support one an-

other, because the brotherhood 

we share is the only thing that 

gets us through each day.ó                              

Currently, Dave has prioritized 

a few items for the 2009-2010 

Student Council agenda.                  

Notably, he would like to see a 

scholarship fund set up in the 

name of Carlton Prest, he will 

lobby for slightly extended 

lunch periods, and will                  

implement changes to improve 

the attendee experience at 

school dances.  While Dave 

apologizes to those who were 

disappointed by this yearõs 

homecoming dance, he                    

assures the student body that 

positive changes will be made 

for all other upcoming dances.                                                    

Dave a lso encourages                         

individuals interested in assist-

ing with any of these projects to 

contact him directly.  

Above: President Kenney roams the halls of St. Charles marking                                             
things off of his to-do list. 
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