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By Thomas Jeffrey ‘19
Three months after his
shocking victory over Hillary
Clinton in the presidential election, Donald J. Trump was inaugurated to officially become
the 45th President of the United
States of America. The ceremony took place on Friday, January 20, on Capitol Hill in
Washington, D.C. Trump succeeds Barack Obama after his
eight year term.
The transition between
these two men was tumultuous
at times. During his campaign,
Trump did not have kind words
for Obama, tweeting that
Obama “will go down as perhaps the worst president in the
history of the United States!”
Trump also criticized how
Obama was campaigning for

Hillary while he should have
been working, and he repeatedly
criticized The Affordable Care
Act, commonly known as
Obamacare.
Obama also did not shy
away from criticizing Trump
during the campaign. He questioned his qualifications for the
presidency calling him “unfit” to
be the president. Obama also
mentioned how privileged Donald Trump has been in his life,
claiming that he was unable to
relate to the working people. He
said that Trump was “born with
a silver spoon.” As a result of
the animosity between these two
men during the campaign, the
transition between them was
inevitably going to be less than
perfect. Although Obama promised that Trump’s transition

would be “smooth and efficient,”
the former president seems to
have not lost any of his disdain
for his successor. Obama accused Trump of being helped by
Russian hackers to win the election. This accusation has caused
deep tension throughout the
country about the safety and
security of the election process.
Although Trump did not appear
to be concerned about it, Obama
was not shy to talk about it.
Regardless of the transition process and the relationship between the former president and current president, Donald Trump is the president. The
Obama era that lasted for eight
years is over and America now
officially enters the era of the
presidency of Donald Trump.

Mr. Smith Profile
By Jordan Burkey ‘17
Room 303 is home to
very special individual, a
teacher whom everyone respects. This character goes by
many names: Lone Wolf, The
Chef, Harry, Cherub, and most
importantly, Mr. Smith.
The Chef is a food
loving and energetic teacher
with a passion for teaching
seniors about religion. Besides
being a five star Senior Reli-

gion teacher, Mr. Smith dabbles in many extra-curricular
activities. For example, he is
the head of the acapella team at
St. Charles along with having
20 years of freshman football
coaching underneath his belt.
Before becoming a
teacher, Mr. Smith was voted
best Starbucks Coffee manager
on this side of the Mississippi
because of his dedication to
improving his coffee as much
as possible, and to teaching his

coworkers the fundamentals of
the coffee business.
Harry is well liked
among the senior class. In an
interview, Ben Sugar ‘17 said,
"Mr. Adam provides valuable
guidance that the entire senior
class will use for the remainder
of their lives. He also smells
very nice." Mr. Smith likes to
travel as well. Continued on
page 3
Last year, he took a group of
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An Interview with President Quinn
By Patrick McNamara ‘19
On a brisk Friday afternoon, I had
the pleasure of sitting down with Student
Council President Charley Quinn for an
interview. President Charles K. Quinn is
currently a senior here at St. Charles. Mr.
Quinn was elected school president at the
close of last school year and was inaugurated into office on Wednesday, August
24, 2016. Six months into his presidency, I
decided it was time Charley be interviewed. So, on Friday, January 6th, we sat
down in the commons after school and
began. I asked Mr. President a series of
questions which he answered promptly and
confidently.
Q: “What made you want to run for president?”

nouncements as well as I can to the students.”

ruining the school, the students are sad
and discouraged, and I know I’m hurt.”

Q: “What are you most proud of about
St. Charles, and what are you most
ashamed and disappointed about?”

Q: “Finally, after your departure from the
presidency, how do you want the St.
Charles community to remember you?”

Quinn: “I am probably most proud of the
spirit of the students here: physically
good-looking kids, we have emotional
pride, and much more. I would say that I
am ashamed mostly of some of the derogatory terms I hear going around the
hallway-- a lot of swear words being
used in regards to tests, and I think that
needs to stop.

Quinn: “I want them to remember me as
a strong leader who cares, and I want
them to remember me as very very very
gentle, with a sensitive touch.”

Q: “You have previously hinted intention
to ‘build the pond’ if you were elected
president. Now that you are president, do
you plan on following through? Why or
why not?”

Quinn: “Well, it’s just the people, man. I
think that I have a strong influence in this
school community, and that would help me Quinn: “When I was running I thought
to lead our school.”
building a pond would be easy, but after
really finding out I have no power whatQ: “As school president, how do you plan soever to do anything, besides talk and
on improving St. Charles as a whole? Any lead some groups, I don’t think a pond
special improvements you would want to
will be built.”
or plan on making?”
Q: “What are your thoughts on the recent
Quinn: “I plan on giving the students what price raise on lunches in the cafeteria?”
they want. I plan on getting the candy cart
back- it won’t happen, but I am going to
Quinn: “I think it’s detrimental to the
try. Lastly, I plan on delivering the anpride to the students here. I think that it is

Blue Jackets Overview
By Keegan Moore ‘17
After finishing 27th in the
league last season, the Columbus Blue
Jackets went into the offseason looking
for anything to spark hope. The previous season they went 34-40-8, missing
the playoffs for the 13th time in 16
seasons (2004-05 season was not
played due to a lock out). Now, the
team sits in first place of the Metropolitan Division, Eastern Conference, and
NHL.
What happened between April
and October to set the team on record
for the highest jump in NHL history?
To begin, the Jackets defense was
boosted with the addition of Zach
Werenski, a rookie out of the AHL
Lake Erie Monsters (now Cleveland
Monster) and University of Michigan.

Werenski is paired defensively with
Seth Jones, a third year player acquired
in a trade with Nashville, as the starters,
pushing Jack Johnson and Ryan Murray
to the 2nd pair, a more suitable position
for them. Also, the front office was able
to free up room when they bought out
Fedor Tyutin’s 2-year contract.
Concerning the forwards, two
important losses to the team were Jared
Boll and Ryan Johansen. Jared Boll, an
enforcer with 27 goals and 1195 PIM
(penalties in minutes) in nine seasons,
was dropped in the summer, and was
later picked up by the Anaheim Ducks.
Ryan Johansen, the first-line center, was
sent out of Columbus in the previouslymentioned trade for Seth Jones. The
Jackets called up Josh Anderson, a
rookie from the AHL, to play with the
team this season, and he has taken both

President Quinn with former SC
leader Travis Nixon ‘12
(Courtesy of Charley Quinn)
an aggressive role similar to Jared Boll,
as well as high-performance position
with 12 goals on the season approaching
the halfway mark. With the extra cap
space cleared up, league-veteran Sam
Gagner was sign to a $650k contract,
only $75k above league minimum. He
has been without a doubt the best deal in
the league, scoring 14 goals so far. In
addition to Gagner and Anderson, Cam
Atkinson has been playing phenomenally, leading the team with 23 goals in the
season. Similar to Atkinson, Alexander
Wennberg has been playing above expectations this season with eight goals so
far, compared to a dry 8 goals all last
year. Wennberg also leads the team with
31 assists, placing him at 6th in the NHL
for such a stat.
Continued on Page 7
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CRISPR Technology
By Jack Haney ‘19
A new branch of biotechnology
and genetic engineering has become increasingly prevalent in the many fields of
research and medicine. This technology
is known informally as CRISPR, which
stands for Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeat. The
name refers to short, repeated and distinctive DNA sequences found in bacteria. These sequences are specially designed to hunt down, tag and destroy
invading viruses. This technology found
in bacteria could prove revolutionary in
many fields but raises many ethical questions regarding CRISPR and the future of
the human race.
The process begins when a new
virus attacks the bacteria and the viral
DNA is saved in the genome of the bacteria. The DNA of the virus is saved in a
sequence known as a spacer, which acts
as a genetic memory card that can be
used to defeat that virus if it should attack later. Once the virus attacks, the
corresponding spacer would be transcribed into RNA, which then acts as a
guide for the bacteria’s defense systems.
These spacers and CRISPR RNA are the
key to CRISPR technology, and aid the
bacterial cell as it allows for adaptation.
This means that when a new virus attacks, the cell can adapt to this attacker
and change its own genome using the
spacers. The spacers act much like vaccines in humans, in that a vaccine is a
lessened version of a strain introduced to
our immune system, allowing for a more

efficient attack. The production of
CRISPR RNA is also crucial to the cell,
as it is the combination of repeats and
spacers, cut into short CRISPR sequences then used for defense. Finally,
CRISPR helps the cell target an invader
using the spacer’s DNA to target complementary DNA.
CRISPR technology has many
applications, with one being in industry.
If a facility is utilizing bacterial cultures,
then the CRISPR sequences can be added
to the cell to make it impervious to viral
attack. This technology is useful as it
allows for more efficient work to be
done, as the progress will not be impeded
by the bacteria falling ill. Another application is in the laboratory. The fascinating bit of CRISPR is that it can be used
to edit genomes. This is because CRISPR
can target specific genes in the genome
for manipulation. A third major application is medicine. Many scientists believe
that CRISPR could be used to cure many
genetic disorders as specific undesirable
traits can targeted and turned off. They
also believe CRISPR could be used to
create more specified antibiotics by
providing specific DNA sequences, thus
making the antibiotics more effective.
Along with the development of
CRISPR comes many ethical questions.
This is because CRISPR may, in the notso-distant future, be able to actually edit
the human genome. Theoretically, scientists could enhance certain genes and
eradicate others. This could lead to the
development of super-humans. In this
scenario, CRISPR would manipulate the

Mr. Smith Continued
St. Charles students on the trip of their
lives to Ireland. A student named Kevin
G. Leary ‘17 went on the trip. He said
that "the trip was a very fun and interesting time. Mr. Smith was a great tour
guide and did a great job keeping the
group interested. On the trip we
learned that Mr. Smith is not very good
at soccer."
If you are interested on going

to a foreign land with some of your friends
this year, Mr. Smith will be taking a group
to Italy this summer. For any further questions see Mr. Smith. He has the answers.

embryonic germ line, a collection of cells
containing all the heritable genetic material. Dr. Eric Lander who led the Human
Genome project explained, “this is remarkable technology, with many great
uses. But if you are going to do anything
as fateful as rewriting the germ line,
you’d better be able to tell me there is a
strong reason to do it. And you’d better
be able to say that society made a choice
to do this – that unless there’s broad
agreement, it is not going to happen.”
What he is expressing concern over is
that the possible ramifications of editing
something as basic to our lives, yet so
complex in the amount of possible negative effects whether immediate or over
multiple generations. Dr. Landers
acknowledges that society must agree
before the genome should be edited. The
possibility of editing the genome is awe
inspiring, but the risks of playing God
and tampering with nature must also be
acknowledged. CRISPR has many uses,
and while none are 100% guaranteed, the
theoretical possibilities are incredible.
Many fields could find revolutionary
changes due to CRISPR. Along with
these possibilities are many questions,
such as should the true power of CRISPR
be found? Should we tamper with our
genome? Is it ethical?
Many of the great findings have
come with great opposition. Only time
will tell what the great minds will find
and what the fate of CRISPR will be.

Mr. Smith
enjoying an
audience
with a
student
(Courtesy of
Kevin
Hennessey)
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Pho Shootout: Vietnamese Food Review
By Jacob Galden ‘17
Pho is a lovely Vietnamese soup that has somehow transcended being peasants’ sustenance to
become a trendy and decidedly hipster
foodstuff (although it’s “fuh” not “foe”).
Columbus has a surprising amount of
Vietnamese restaurants and most, if not
all serve steaming bowls of pho, complete with all the fixins’. Pho never really
disappoints, but truly great pho can be
hard to find; although, you’ll never go
back to the old stuff after an authentic
bowl.
To make that search easier, I am
going to compare a few of my own pho
experiences because you should totally
believe everything that dumb teenagers
write in the Carolian without doing your
own research (but seriously, if you need a
second opinion, Mr. Adam Smith has yet
to steer me wrong). Anyway, I will be
judging the pho on three main characteristics: The broth, the noodles, and the
toppings (both meat and extras, like basil
and sprouts). The contenders shall be
Bangkok Grocery and Restaurant (see
October edition for more info), Huong
Restaurant, Indochine Cafe, and the new

A steaming dish of delicious pho.
(Image courtesy of Google Images)
comer: 6-1-Pho. Let’s get noodling!
Bangkok is the oddity in this
comparison in that it serves Thai style
pho called “Guay Thiew,” which still has
the rice noodles, beef broth, and thinly
sliced flank with meatballs, but the details and spice palette are a bit more…
blue collar. The broth is not as fragrant as
I’m used to, with no enticing anise action, and it hits you like you just drank
thinned out au jus. It certainly is good, it
just doesn’t have the balanced quality

that I love about pho; apparently the
Thai like it heavy and hearty, with more
meat than is typical with Vietnamese
pho. Also, the Guay Thiew is served
with the sprouts already in the soup, not
on the side, and jalapenos, thai basil,
and lime are all absent. I was able to
request the latter two, and the acidity
helped lighten the soup a bit, but it still
had a meatiness that overpowered most
of the other ingredients; definitely good
soup, just not what I want out of pho.
Next up are Huong and Indochine. These two have a classic, unassuming air and really, really good food.
The two are comparable in nearly every
way, and the pho is no different. The
broth is extremely well balanced, and
the accompanying limes sharpen all the
nuances of the soup. The meat options
range from simple flank steak to traditional blood sausage and tripe offerings,
and the noodles are always just chewy
enough. There is more than enough
sprouts, jalapenos, and basil for the
bowl and I certainly use nearly all of it.
Pro tip: after finishing the noodles, add
the sprouts and allow them to soften a
bit. It’s like you have a whole new order of noodles, and they offer a little
crunch to contrast the meat; I also recommend steeping the jalapenos but not
eating them for a nice bite. You really
can’t go wrong with these two, but I
would say the broth at Huong is marginally better, while the atmosphere
created by the owner is much more engaging at Indochine. I will probably
frequent both establishments.
Oh 6-1-Pho, I wanted you to
be good. I believed in you, I supported
you, I loved you, and what did you give
me? Weak under-seasoned broth. Soup
is like 90% broth. How am I supposed
to enjoy soup when its defining component is bland and disappointing? Maybe
I’m being too hard on poor 6-1-Pho,
maybe I got the wrong combination, or
maybe there was a hiccup in the kitchen, but as far as I’m concerned, there’s
better pho out there. I was really looking forward to a simple fast pho joint
run by locals, but I guess that’s asking
for too much. On the positive, 6-1-Pho
has pretty good Bahn Mi (hey Buckeye

Bahn Mi is a pretty good name, and a
quick Vietnamese sandwich chain would

The disappointing 6-1-Pho. (Image
courtesy of Google Images)
be cool), but their namesake is mediocre.
Ultimately, when I think pho, I
think Huong and Indochine, and I hope
you will too. Happy Eating! Keep your
eyes out for a review of the new Hot
Chicken Takeover location in Clintonville in the coming months, hopefully
sooner than later.
In case you want to make your
own evaluation, here are the locations of
the establishments I sampled:
Bangkok Restaurant and Grocery: 3277
Refugee Rd, Columbus, OH 43232
Huong Restaurant: Woodward Park, 1270
Morse Rd, Columbus, OH 43229
Indochine Café: 561 S Hamilton Rd, Columbus, OH 43213
6-1-Pho: 4386 N High St, Columbus, OH
43214
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The Transformation of the Big East Conference
Oliver Mauntel ‘19
In 1979, the Big East Conference was founded when Providence College’s head basketball coach and athletic
director, Dave Gavitt, led the charge to
assemble an east-coast based, basketball
centered, collegiate athletic conference.
The conference consisted of Providence,
St. John's, Georgetown, Syracuse, Seton
Hall, Connecticut and Boston College.
The Big East conference quickly established itself as a basketball powerhouse,
and remained one over the next three
decades. Although the configuration of
the conference evolved over the years, its
rich tradition of basketball success remained the same.
In December of 2012, the seven
Big East schools that do not compete in
football at the FBS level (DePaul,
Georgetown, Marquette, Providence, St.
John’s, Seton Hall, and Villanova) announced their desire to separate from the

rest of the Big East and form an independent conference of their own. On
March 20, 2013, the seven schools made
an agreement to retain the Big East name
and continue to use Madison Square Garden to host the Big East Tournament. It
was also announced that three schools
(Butler, Creighton, and Xavier) would be
added as members of the conference.
Lastly, a long-term broadcast partnership
with Fox Sports was established.
This recent transition has been
largely successful in multiple ways. The
transition has provided greater opportunities both academically and athletically for
the ten schools. Previously, these smaller
private schools had been overshadowed
by some of the larger schools that possessed FBS football programs. The increase in exposure has led to greater recruiting success. For example, in the recruiting class of 2013, which was the
final recruiting class prior to the Big

East’s transformation, there was only
one current Big East program in ESPN’s
top 25 class rankings (Marquette). Currently, for the class of 2017, there are
five Big East programs in ESPN’s top 40
class rankings (Butler, Creighton,
Georgetown, Villanova, and Xavier).
Out of those five schools, the top three
(Xavier, Butler, and Creighton) are the
Big East’s most recent addition, and
each is arguably experiencing its most
recruiting success ever.
The Big East is not only a
premier basketball conference, it has
also developed an impressive academic
reputation as well. For example, the defending national champion, Villanova,
was also considered the top undergraduate business school in the country in
2016 by Bloomberg. By restoring the
conference to its original values, the Big
East has returned to prominence both on
and off the court

“Not My President”
By Tommy Horner ‘19
The date is Tuesday, November 8, 2016. It’s Election Day.
Polls are closing across the country,
and states are beginning to count
their votes. Early the next morning,
Donald Trump clinches his 270
electoral votes needed to win the
presidential election. Trump is now
the president-elect, and soon to be
45th president of the United States
of America. Almost immediately,
protests break out across the country, as Hillary Clinton supporters
are left shocked. For months leading up to the election, polls across
the country from different media
organizations showed an almost
guaranteed Clinton victory. However, Trump defeated Clinton in an
overwhelming fashion. The supporters of other candidates were left
with nothing but fear and anger
after someone who was said to be
so unfit for the presidency became
next in line for office. They had
been told that Trump was too vulgar, too inexperienced, too sinister

to ever have a chance at winning the
presidency.
When Trump
came out victorious, many different
fears and refusals of Trump’s election emerged. Fears of Trump deporting entire races came about.
Some people even promised to move
to Canada in expectation of a disastrous Trump presidency. This included Miley Cyrus, a well-known
singer. These fears combined with
hatred for Trump sparked protests of
his presidency. Signs and chants at
these protests included “not my president,” “dump Trump,” and “our
votes count.” “Our votes count” refers to the fact that Clinton received
more of the popular vote, but she
lost the election after Trump gained
the majority of the electoral vote.
Many protestors even spoke out to
abolish the Electoral College, calling
for the presidency to be determined
by the popular vote. Up to 2,500
protesters even gathered here in Columbus outside the statehouse. Although this was a peaceful protest,
violence broke out at several demon-

strations. A Trump voter in Chicago was pulled out of his car and
beaten by a couple Trump protesters as they yelled, “don’t vote
Trump.” Trump commented on
the protests across the country: “I
love the fact that the small groups
of protesters last night have passion for our great country. We will
all come together and be proud!”
Like Trump states, protests are just
an example of people using their
given rights to speak out for what
they believe is best for this country. Showing passion for our country is always an admirable trait, but
a nation cannot function when its
people are divided against themselves. As long as we are united as
a people, our country will stay
strong. Winston Churchill wisely
said, “When there is no enemy
within, the enemies outside cannot
hurt you.”
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Best Upcoming Movies of 2017
By Taner Kutlu ‘19
2016 was a great year for movies. Cinema saw movies such as Rogue
One, Deadpool, Zootopia, La La Land,
and Sully impress in the box office. The
following is a list of my top 5 anticipated
movies for 2017.
5. Spider-Man: Homecoming: For the
first time, Marvel owns the rights to Spider-Man, and this upcoming reboot of the
Spider-Man franchise already looks like a
hit. Tom Holland’s Spider-Man drew critical acclaim in 2016’s Captain American:
Civil War. Robert Downey Jr.’s Tony
Stark and Spider-Man face off against
Michael Keaton’s The Vulture as Marvel
looks to continue its dominance in the
super-hero genre.

Tom Holland’s Spider man does battle with Captain America.
(Image courtesy of Google Images)
4. War for the Planet of the Apes: The
sequel to Dawn of the Planet of the Apes
looks to impress upon its predecessor’s
2014 box office success. The third edition
of Andy Serkis’ series depicting Caesar’s
rise to world domination looks to be a
movie of diplomacy and war, with Humanity and The Apes completely divided
as what remains of the U.S military heads
straight for San Francisco. With a promising inevitable showdown between Woody
Harrelson’s Colonel and Caesar. War for
the Planet of the Apes looks to bring success to the third chapter of this critically
acclaimed franchise.
3. Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2: The
fact that Marvel was able to take one of

the silliest franchises and turn it into a
box office hit is truly amazing, and they
will look to continue the success with the
second edition of the Guardians of the
Galaxy franchise. Guardians of the Galaxy may have one of the best soundtracks
there is, and its unforgettable characters
steal the show. With the whole core cast
back for Volume Two, the next edition in
this franchise is almost sure to impress.

Baby Groot, one of the guardians of
the galaxy, causes mischief.
(Image courtesy of Google Images)

Ray Fisher’s Cyborg as they do battle
against Ciaran Hinds’ Steppenwolf.
1. Star Wars: Episode VIII: The top movie
on my list is the top of many lists: the unnamed sequel to Star Wars: The Force
Awakens. Episode VIII is set to pick up
right where Episode VII left off, with Daisy
Ridley’s Rey handing Luke’s lightsaber to
Luke Skywalker himself on the planet of
Ahch-To. There are many things unknown
that could be revealed in Episode VIII: who
Rey’s parents are, whether Finn will regain
consciousness, how, if at all, Princess
Leia’s character will be affected by Carrie
Fisher’s passing away. With some critics
criticizing the Episode VII, claiming that
The Force Awakens was too similar to Star
Wars: A New Hope, it will be interesting to
see how Episode VIII will move away from
the original trilogy.

2. Justice League: Number two on my
list is the third movie in DC’s newest
cinematic universe. With Batman v. Superman: Dawn of Justice, and Suicide
Squad being released this past year, DC
is ready to make a big splash with their
Justice League movie set to release midNovember. It follows Ben Affleck’s Batman, Henry Cavill’s Superman, Ezra
Miller’s Flash, Jason Momoa’s Aquaman, Gal Gadot’s Wonder Woman, and

DC attempts to challenge Marvel’s Avengers
with their new Justice League. Image Courtesy of Google images

Caeser rallies the Apes against the humans. Image
Courtesy of Google images

Star War’s iconic new Heroine Rey
from episode VII looks to play an
important part in the movies to come.
(Image courtesy of Google Images)
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Jackets Review Continued
The final key to the Jackets
season was Sergei Bobrovsky. After
playing only 37 games last season
with a groin injury, this season, Bob
has been in contention for his second
Vezina Trophy, for top goaltender in
the league. The Jackets are looking
for a backup goalie to help carry the
load in the postseason. The job is between Anton Forsberg and Joonas
Korpisalo, both AHL goalies from the
Lake Eyrie Monsters. Curtis
McElhinney, the backup to start the
year, was sent to Cleveland to make
roster room while testing out other
options, but was picked up by Toronto before he could clear waivers.

All of these improvements,
trades, call-ups, and a healthy goalie, as
well as hiring new coach John Tortorella
have contributed to the Blue Jackets
being the top contender for the Presidents Trophy, and in some case, the
Stanley Cup.
As we approach the
midway point in the season the Jackets
are 32-10-4, taking no losses in December, and going on a 16-game win streak,
only one game behind the pre-cap era
Pittsburgh Penguins, a team with Mario
Lemieux (8th all times in points) and
Jaromir Jagr (2nd all time in points), as
well as 3 Hockey Hall of Famers
(implying Jagr will be a inducted).

Can the Blue Jackets go on a
serious Stanley Cup rush? To quote forward Brandon Saad, “just watch.”

CBJ Defenseman Jack Johnson handles the puck.
(Image courtesy of Google Images)

Rose Bowl Steals the Show
By Thomas Jeffrey ‘19
The 103rd edition of the Rose
Bowl Game featured the Big Ten Champions, Penn State, and the University of
Southern California, arguably the two
hottest teams in the country. Both teams
turned a very poor start into a very impressive season, earning them a trip to
“The Granddaddy of Them All.” This
game featured a quarterback battle that
was extremely fun to watch between Penn
State’s Trace McSorley and USC’s true
freshman, Sam Darnold. Two days after
the forgettable semifinal games, the Rose
Bowl was, in my opinion, the best game
of the college bowl season this year.
The game started off in the worst
possible way for Penn State. On the very
first play of the game, McSorley threw an
interception due to a miscommunication
between him and his receiver, resulting in
great field position for USC. However,
USC could not cash in, and they missed a
field goal. It did not get much better for
McSorley, though; on their next drive he
was intercepted by USC’s star cornerback,
Adoree Jackson. This time, the Trojans
found the end zone off a bullet right over
the middle to Deontay Burnett courtesy of
Sam Darnold. USC then made two field
goals to take a 13-0 lead. Penn State finally answered with a touchdown from their

powerhouse running back, Saquon Barkley. Even after the spark from Barkley,
Penn State’s defense could not slow
down Darnold who threw another touchdown pass to Burnett, making the lead 20
-7. After this touchdown, Trace McSorley worked his magic by scrambling and
launching a long throw in the back of the
end zone to Chris Godwin for a touchdown. USC continued to answer and
scored off a throw by Darnold to Darreus
Rogers. The Nittany Lions managed to
score another touchdown just before
halftime off an amazing catch from tight
end, Mike Gesicki. The score was 27-21
USC at the end of a very exciting first
half.
Penn State picked up right
where they left off after halftime, and
Saquon Barkley found the end zone by
breaking some ankles on a 79- yard run,
giving Penn State its first lead of the
game. USC’s offense finally started to
cool down, as Penn State’s offense really
started to heat up. McSorley threw a
touchdown pass that was bobbled and
then caught by Chris Godwin, his second
touchdown of the game. After that, the
Trojans turned the ball over for the first
time when Darnold tried to thread the
needle but instead was picked off by linebacker Brandon Bell who returned all the
way to the three yard line. McSorely

scored on the next play by scampering into
the end zone to make the score 42-27. After
a long stall, USC’s offense came back to
life, and Darnold threw a touchdown pass
to JuJu Smith-Schuster. USC converted on
their two-point try to make the score 42-35,
with Penn State in the lead. However, USC
could not stop Penn State’s offense and
McSorley scored once again off a short
pass to Saquon Barkley.
USC would not go away, and they
scored their first rushing touchdown of the
night off a short run from Ronald Jones.
Penn State failed to score on their next
drive, giving USC the ball with about two
minutes left in the game. Darnold drove the
team all the way to the 30 yard line where
he made an amazing throw over the middle
to Deontay Burnett, somehow getting the
ball between three Penn State defenders
and tying the game at 49. Penn State had
the ball with less than one minute left, but
McSorley threw his third interception of
the game to safety Leon McQuay who returned it to about the 30 yard line. With
five seconds left, USC relied on their kicker, Matt Boermeester, who had missed two
early field goals. Boermeester put those
misses behind him and nailed the field goal
to give USC a 52-49 win in an instant classic of the Rose Bowl.
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Clemson Stuns Bama in a Championship game for the Ages
By Tommy Horner ‘19
The main storyline of the 2016-17
college football season was the seemingly
unstoppable Alabama Crimson Tide. Alabama had just come off of a championship
season and came right out of the gate almost effortlessly annihilating teams. One
of these teams included the muchimproved USC Trojans, who finished in
the top ten after beating Penn State in the
Rose Bowl. Alabama was compared to a
small-scale professional team. However,
Clemson was out for revenge after losing
to Alabama in the National Championship
the previous year. They were determined
to win the championship no matter who
stood in their way, including Alabama.
After the conference championships had been played, the College Football Playoff Committee had to decide who
the four teams that would enter the playoff
would be. They decided on Alabama,
Clemson, Ohio State, and Washington.
Each team in the playoff had a unique
storyline. Alabama was looking for a repeat, Clemson was out for revenge, Ohio
State was trying to prove why they should
be in the playoff and make up for their
absence from it last year, and Washington
was trying to prove their relevance in the
college football world after a long drought
of success.
In the first round of the playoff,
Alabama was a 14-point favorite over

Washington. This showed that Alabama
was still viewed as unstoppable after an
undefeated season. After going down 7-0
right away, Alabama showed off the
team's physicality on defense and offense, coming back to defeat Washington
24-7. Alabama’s run-game could not be
stopped due to the many mismatches
they had in strength and size over the
Huskies. They rolled into the championship game revealing no new weaknesses.
However, could the young Alabama
quarterback, Jalen Hurts, withstand the
pressure of his first college championship game?
Meanwhile, Ohio State and
Clemson squared off in what was expected to be a close game. Ohio State
was a three-point favorite heading into
the game even though they were ranked
under Clemson and they had not won
their conference. However, the Buckeyes
captured the nation’s attention after they
beat Michigan in one of the most exciting sports events of the year. Ohio
State’s young talent proved they were
capable of beating high-caliber teams.
Clemson came into the game with veteran players hungry for a championship
more than ever. The game’s outcome
could not have been more surprising,
especially to Buckeye fans expecting
another shot at a championship. As
Clemson kept scoring, Ohio State could

not make anything happen on offense.
Even if the Buckeyes had showed a spark
of hope, it was shut down by a missed
field goal, a turnover, or a punt. Clemson
dominated, winning the game 31-0, in
what would be the only shutout of the
bowl season.
The National Championship
was set for a rare rematch. The Alabama
Crimson Tide would take on the Clemson Tigers for the second year in a row.
Alabama led Clemson the whole game,
going into the fourth quarter up by ten. It
seemed as though Alabama would repeat
their number-one status. Then, when
Alabama’s running back, Bo Scarbrough,
was injured and taken out for the game,
Clemson was given new hope. Clemson
went on to score 21 points in the fourth
quarter including the game-winning
touchdown with one second left. Alabama was still unbeatable until the last
quarter of their last game of the season,
making for an intense championship
game.
Clemson earned their second
National Championship (their first being
in 1981), thus ending the college football
season with Clemson earning a muchneeded championship, Alabama turning
beatable again, Ohio State completely
stunned, and Washington still seeking
recognition.

Story, Pt. 4
By William Hanna ‘17
The cat roared in pain as
the laser hit it in the left shoulder. The girl
screamed at the alien sound of laser and
the roar of the cat.
It turned on Ras, who was still
standing in the bush, holding the pistol in
both hands. The cat charged Ras, and he
turned and ran.
Tarrin heard the sound of villagers running from the village towards them.
They were shouting in another language.
The girl ran to Tarrin and clung
to him. Tarrin was unsure of how to comfort the girl.

The villagers arrived quickly,
and surrounded Tarrin and the girl. Tarrin held his hands out to show he meant
no harm to them. A man knelt down and
called for the girl. She ran to his arms.
The man said something to Tarrin, who could only shrug and shake his
head.
"I do not understand you." Tarrin apologized to the man.
"Where are you from?" asked a
woman. Tarrin turned to her.
Ras ran through the forest, the
cat was closing the distance between
them. Ras ran until he decided he was far
enough from the village to try another

shot.
He leveled the laser gun at the cat
and squeezed the trigger. A beam of light
shot from the barrel and hit the cat. The cat
jumped back, and Ras kept the beam going.
The cat roared in defiance before falling to
the ground.
Ras turned and bolted back to
town, but stumbled across a massive bush.
Something about the bush seemed off to
him, and Ras investigated it.
Inside was a shuttlecraft.

To be continued...
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History You Weren't Taught in School: The Battle of Karansebes
By Jeffrey Stevens ‘17
While most of us here in the
states are familiar with the historical
events such as the Industrial Revolution,
Battle of Gettysburg, or the Crusades, our
mandatory history education is bound to
gloss over some of the tales that are not
deemed important enough to become common knowledge. The Battle of Karansebes
is one such story that I believe all people
should be educated about; not because of
the morals it teaches or the emotional impact it delivers, but simply because its zaniness resembles that of a Monty Python
skit. Although historians agree that the
details given in the few accounts of the
Battle of Karansebes are scarce and that
the battle may be apocryphal, it still does
not take away from the silliness.
Our setting is not surprisingly in
the town of Karansebes, now controlled by
present-day Romania. The date is September 17, 1788 and the Austrian and Ottoman
Empires are crossing swords in the AustroTurkish war. For now though, the army of
100,000 Austrian-led soldiers, which consisted of men from Italy, Serbia, Croatia,
and other various minorities, settled down
to pitch camp after a long day of travel. In
order to ensure the safety of the sleeping
soldiers, a contingent of hussars, or light
cavalry, was tasked with crossing the nearby Timis River to scout for enemy Turks.
While the hussars were crossing the
bridge, they encountered some travelling
gypsies who sold them some much-desired
schnapps. Instead of the completing their
mission, the hussars began to drink and
make themselves comfortable on the
bridge. In a short time, some infantry from
the Austrian army began to cross the
bridge an saw all the fun they were missing out on. Eagerly, the infantry asked to
join the party and share in the alcohol. The
now-drunk and belligerent hussars were
greedy and wanted to keep their schnapps
to themselves, so an intense argument
broke out between the infantry and the
hussars. It arose to such a level that the
drunk hussars began to create makeshift
defenses to guard their precious alcohol.
The Battle of Karansebes began
when a shot was heard. One of the arguing
soldiers had fired his weapon. The hussars

and the infantry began to attack each
other. A few men would die right here,
all over a few barrels of schnapps. The
battle escalated when a few infantrymen
began shouting that the Turks were coming. The hussars then started to flee,
along with most of the infantrymen, who
all spoke different languages and were
mostly following each other like lemmings at this point. The en masse flight
of soldiers in the dark of the night terrified the rest of the army which had been
sleeping, into a frenzy, and the officers
and commanders began shouting, "Halt!
Halt!" in an attempt to control the situation. However, the soldiers who had no
knowledge of German understood this
command as "Allah! Allah!" and were
further horrified that the enemy was upon
them. All of the soldiers began shooting
at each other in the dark and running
wildly through the camp. Even one of the
corps commanders reasoned that the
drunk hussars who were escaping the
imaginary enemy were, in fact, the enemy Turkish cavalry and ordered artillery
to be used on them.
By morning, the camp was deserted and the entire army was routed.
The Ottoman Turks would arrive just two
days later to find 10,000 dead Austrian
soldiers. During all of the chaos, the Holy Roman Emperor and commander of
the Austrian army, Joseph II, fell off of
his horse into a creek. When he arrived
back home in Vienna, he was humiliated
by his defeat and fell ill. His family and
advisor refused to visit him in his sick
room and he became very sad and lonely.
What further contributed to his depression was the widespread rebellion sewn
throughout his empire. With a heavy
heart he had to remove many of his reforms he worked his whole life to
achieve. He died on February 20, 1790.
Especially in reference to the Battle of
Karansebes, his epitaph reads: "Here lies
Joseph II, who failed in all he undertook".
For reference to how crippling
this disaster was to the Austrians, the
amount of casualties in the battle which
they defeated themselves is still greater

than the amount of people who died in
the Pearl Harbor attacks, the 9/11 attacks,
and the amount of people killed by
strokes since the beginning of 2017 in
the United States combined. So if you
ever fail a test one day or, God forbid,
get in a car accident, just remember; at
least you were not defeated in battle by
your own army because of an argument
over alcohol.

The Battle of Karansebes
(Courtesy of Bing Images)

Statistics of the Battle of Karansebes
(Courtesy of Wikipedia)
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